Kachina Open

Young guns
dominated the
leader boards at
this springtime
Phoenix shoot.

en Avery Clay Target Center in

Phoenix, Arizona, hosts many

big events throughout the year.

But the one that’s always the

most eagerly awaited is the Kachina

Open. Named for the colorful Kachina

dolls that were crafted by Native Ameri-

cans who once populated the desert

Southwest, it’s a poignant reminder that

Phoenix wasn’t always the modern city it

is today. Held March 16-19, the Kachina

Open is one of the Southwest’s first big
tournaments of the new season.

The Clay Target Center is actually part

of the much larger Ben Avery Shooting

Bob Adams in C class shoots station eight
of the main event during the Kachina Open
at the Ben Avery Clay Target Center.

Master-class shooter (and SJCH) Justin
Fox gets ready for the challenging targets
at station 15.
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Facility that boasts multiple handgun
ranges, rifle ranges out to 1,000 yards,
and an impressive archery range. The
Clay Target Center itself has 19 trap and
skeet fields, 5-Stand, FITASC, and a 15-
station sporting clays course laid out over
the Sonoran Desert. From bows and ar-
rows to full-auto machine guns, if you
can shoot it, Ben Avery has a range for it.

Thursday marked day one of the com-
petition, with the sub-gauge and FITASC
events open to early arriving shooters. FI-
TASC was shot over four parcours, while
the sub-gauges were shot on Ben Avery’s
new five-station “corporate course.”

For the Friday preliminary, shooters
were treated to warm temps and bright,
sunny skies. The prelim was shot on 12
main course stations, presenting a good
chance to get acquainted with target pre-
sentations to be seen in the main event.
Even though the course is mostly flat,
David McGaffee, manager and main tar-
get setter, made good use of it. From
tower shots to traps hidden behind
mesquite trees and cholla cactus, the pre-
sentations were varied and challenging.
Brandon Powell posted 95 to claim
HOA, with Ron Jay two birds behind for
runner-up.

Most ranges don’t plan much for Fri-
day night, but Ben Avery had a nice wel-
come party that included complimentary
quesadillas and adult beverages. It gave
shooters a chance to relax, make new
friends, review the day’s targets, and start
making plans for tomorrow. After din-
ner, Skip and Beverly Zapffe from eastern
Oregon told me, “When it’s snowing
back home, we love to come to the
desert, enjoy the warm weather, and
shoot a few tournaments.”

On Saturday, 211 competitors shot
the main event using all 15 stations on
the main course. Shooters again saw
varied target presentations set against
desert blue skies. Powell commented, “I
think today’s course was two or three
targets harder than the prelim. Nothing
was too tough, just technical. You defi-
nitely have to pay attention to what the
targets were doing.”

At day’s end, David Niederer was
leading with 93. Gebben Miles, Justin
Fox, and Powell were one, two, and three
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(Left to right) JRCH Brandon Powell, VT3
John Kirby, LYCH Sheryl Lawrence, SJCH
Justin Fox, and SVCH Don Criswell all
received Kachina dolls crafted by local
Native Americans.

birds behind, respectively. These young
guns really are the future of sporting
clays. They are talented, energetic, and

o pn o s st e s L ) e N Bk o)
Kachina Open
Ben Avery Clay Target Center
Phoenix, Arizona
March 16-19, 2006

Main Event

CH Gebben Miles 184
RU Brandon Powell 184
M1 Scott Brawner 176
M2 Zachary Kienbaum 175
M3 David Niederer 175
AA1 Josh Martin 173
AA2 Greg Backus 166
AA3 Rodney Bullard 163
Al Bob Witherspoon 157
A2 Carl W Patrick 152
A3 James Van Horn 151
B1 Darin Fields 157
B2 Dan Plasky 148
B3 Willy T Ribbs 148
C1 Chris Parsons 159
c2 Hugo W Soll 143
C3 Thomas A Phelps 140
D1 Theo Ribbs 149
D2 Marvin Allsop 145
D3 Robert Gawlik 134
E1 Doug G Bailey 139
E2 Janis Goodrum 136
E3 Lenny Poore 130
LYCH Sheryl A Lawrence 157
LYRU Maureen Daane 149
LY3 Mary A Walfe 146
SJCH Justin Fox 168
SJRU Theo Ribbs 149
SJ3 Michelle Wampler 142
JRCH Brandon Powell 184
JRRU Josh Martin 173
JR3 Nolan Dunbar 157
VTCH Greg Backus 166
VTRU John Sands 165
VT3 John Kirby 159
SVCH Don Criswell 163
SVRU Carl Skip Zapffe 158
SV3 Joe Mc Henry 152

Sporting Clays







